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the cedilla 

DefinitionDefinitionDefinitionDefinition    

FactsFactsFactsFacts    

ExamplesExamplesExamplesExamples    

NonNonNonNon----examplesexamplesexamplesexamples    

• You only see a çççç before the letters A, 
O and U.  

• You don't see it before E or I, as C 
before E or I already has a /s/ 
sound. 

• The name cedilla comes from old 
Spanish, and means "little Z". 

• A cedilla is a special mark that 
sometimes appears under the  
letter C in French. 

• It looks like a 5 without its hat on 
- ç ç ç ç . 

• A cedilla changes a hard /k/ sound 
to a soft /s/ sound. 

franççççais  çççça va ? 

garççççon  Franççççoise 

reççççu   Besanççççon 

soupççççon  balanççççoire 

merci   cuiller 

crayon   canard 

Calais   ciel 

cercle   Cognac 


