Ser, estar and hay

In Spanish there are two verbs 'fo be', ser and estar. They are each used in
different situations.

Use SER for:

Jjobs

names

N O AW

time

possession

Use ESTAR for:

material something is made from
nationality

1. location
2. present continuous tense
3. temporary characteristics

descriptions of inherent characteristics
impersonal expressions

El gato es negro.

Es imposible.

Mi madre es profesora.
Es de pléstico.

Soy inglesa.

Su nombre es Garcia.
Es mi boligrafo.

Son las dos y cuarto.

Madrid estd en Espatia.

El poster estd en la pared.
Estoy delante del cine.
Estdn jugando al futbol.
Los platos estdn sucios.

Some adjectives change their meanings with ser and estar:

ser estar ser estar
borracho | a drunkard drunk moreno | dark-haired| tanned
bueno good well pesado heavy boring
cansado tiring tired rico rich tasty
grave serious | seriously ill| seguro safe, sure certain
listo clever ready verde green unripe
malo bad il
Use HAY for:
There is
There are
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