Concept Map

Context

This is a concept map activity, suitable for all learners.  You can choose vocabulary to choose the group.

Purpose:


· To revise and consolidate the use and understanding of grammatical terminology

· To enable pupils to examine and explain the relationships between individual words, to make assumptions about unknown words based on their existing knowledge, and thus reinforce their prior learning

Necessary prior learning

Vocabulary from a unit of your choice.   I used GCSE “Holiday in the past” vocabulary and language, most of which pupils had already seen.  Pupils were able to work out the meanings and parts of speech etc. of the unknown words by using prior knowledge.

Preparation

You will need to make an OHT copy of the example sheet to model the exercise to the class.

Photocopy the words onto card and cut them up.  You will need one set per group of pupils.

You will also need large sheets of paper (A2 or A1 gives plenty of space), glue and markers.

Managing the activity

Step 1:
Tell pupils that they are going to do an activity which will require them to think carefully about and apply the grammatical rules and terminology that they have been studying.

Step 2:
Model the example on the OHP.  Invite pupils to tell you why individual words can be linked together, and write the links and the reasons on the OHP.  An example of possible answers is attached.  Emphasise to pupils that one individual word can be linked to many others for a different reason each time.

Step 3:
Give each group of pupils a copy of the words.  Tell them to work out the links between individual words and to lay the words on the table accordingly.  This will probably take at least 20 minutes.

Step 4:
When a group is happy with their mapping and the reasons for their links, they can stick the words onto a big sheet of paper and write the reasons for the links on the lines as they saw in the example.

Debriefing

Ask pupils to explain the links that they have made, emphasising the need to use grammatical terminology.   Again, emphasise how certain words have many different characteristics and can therefore be linked with many others for different reasons.  It is likely that the groups’ end results will show this.

Follow up

1. Pupils could extend their concept map to include other items of vocabulary that they know and which have not been included in this exercise.

2. Pupils could write short sentences containing one or some of the words on the concept map.

3. Pupils can make up their own odd-ones-out, ensuring that the answer is the odd one out for a grammatical reason.

Copies of resources follow.

	¿cuándo?
	puedo


	quisiera

	a las quince veinte


	vosotros


	me gustaría

	el primero de mayo


	hice


	hacer

	nunca


	jugué


	quiero

	usted


	fui


	querer

	tú


	estaba


	vacaciones

	turístico


	visitaba


	¿dónde?

	bonito


	era


	el

	más


	las


	hay

	hotel


	al lado de


	también

	habitación


	finalmente


	una

	con


	piscina


	piso








rojas





casas





vivo





amarillo





estoy





rojas





estoy





amarillo





vivo





casas





Both colours / adjectives





Both 1st person verbs





Both to do with living





Both feminine
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