Starters:

· fulfil a wide range of purposes, in particular using prior knowledge to introduce new topics

· develop early levels of engagement and motivation

· help to get all pupils quickly on task and to inject a sense of pace and challenge

· are an alternative to commencing with a whole-class question-and-answer routine

· create a level of challenge which is dependent upon:


– prior learning


– level or order of thinking


– management of pupil response

· create an expectation that pupils will think and participate in the lesson

· create a climate of interaction and involvement

· create a sense of purpose in a part of the lesson which can be derailed by administrative and organisational tasks
Plenaries:

· draw together the whole group

· summarise and take stock of learning so far

· consolidate and extend the learning

· direct pupils to the next phase of learning

· occur at strategic moments in the teaching sequence

· often occur at the end of lessons but can occur at other points in the lesson

· highlight not only what pupils learn, but how they learn

· help determine the next steps in learning.

Plenaries are vital elements of lessons because they fulfil a wide range of purposes. In particular they:

· help pupils to crystallise, understand and remember what has been learned

· refer back to the learning objectives

· create a sense of achievement, gain and completion

· take stock of where the class has reached in a task or a sequence
· take learning further and deeper

· provide an opportunity for the teacher to assess learning and plan accordingly

· recognise and value the achievements of individuals and the class

· prompt deep thinking by pupils about how they have learned.

